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Are Later Generations
bound by decisions of the
Companions ?

Dr. Sir Mohammad Igbal’s reply.

“But supposing the Companions have
unanimously decided a certain point, the
further question is whether later generations
are bound by their decision?

“T think it is necessary in this connection
to discriminate between a decision relating to a
question of fact and the one relating fo a
question of law.

In the former case, as for instance, when
the question arose whether the two small suras
known as “Muavazatain” formed part of the
Quran or not, and the Companions
unanimously decided that they did, we are
bound by their decision. Obviously because the
Companions alone were in a position to know
the fact.

In the later case the question is one of
interpretation only, and [ venture to think, on
the authority of Karkhi, that later generations
are not bound by the decision of the
companions. Says Karkhi. The sunnah of the
be cleared up by Qiyas, but it 1s not so in
matters which can be established by Qiyas”
(The Reconstruction of Religious Thought in
[slam page 175.)
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